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CAN YOU DRINK THE CUP I AM GOING TO DRINK? 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

John 4:5-26 

5 So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given 

to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his 

journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman from 

Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples 

had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How 

is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 

dealings with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 

who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing 

to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 

you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 

did his sons and his livestock.” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water 

will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 

thirsty again.[b] The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 

will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

 

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” 17 The woman 

answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have 

no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not 

your husband. What you have said is true.” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive 

that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in 

Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, 
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for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 

people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit 

and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called 

Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 

you am he.” 

 

 

With whom would you eat from the same plate? With whom would you drink from the 

same cup? In a number of cultures the entire meal is placed in the center of the table. 

And everyone reaches into the same bowl. Now, that’s eating family style. The Inuit 

people of northern Canada, commonly referred to as the Eskimo, are one group that 

is known for its communal eating. Much of their diet is made up of wild game:  

walrus, seal, whale, caribou, polar bear, muskoxen, birds, and fish. When eating a 

meal, Inuit place large slabs of meat, blubber, and other parts of the animal on a 

piece of metal, plastic, or cardboard on the floor. Inuit eat while sitting on the floor 

around the slab of meat. From there, anyone is able to cut off a piece of meat. 

Sometimes, meals are announced to the whole camp. A woman does this by the 

shout of "Ujuk!" which means, "cooked meat." Seal meat makes up the largest part of 

the Inuit diet. As saltwater animals, seals are always considered by the Inuit to be thirsty 

and are therefore offered a drink of fresh water as they die. The communal sharing of 

food, considering their food and drink, as not belonging to the individual, is so 

important to the Inuit culture. One researcher reported his Inuit host was offended 

when he asked for a drink of orange juice. He didn’t need to ask. 

 

When Jesus asked a Samaritan woman for a drink of water, in how many ways did He 

offend? First, He asked for the drink of water while remaining seated on the well. So, He 

did not maintain the proper distance between a man and a woman in public. 

Appropriate behavior for that culture required Jesus to move away from the well at 

least 20 feet to let the woman know she could approach.  
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Secondly, Jesus asked her for a drink from her cup. He did not maintain the proper 

distance between a Jew and a Samaritan. Both of these two groups believed that the 

other was defiled. Her hands and her lips had been on that cup. For a Jew, it was 

defiled.  

 

Thirdly, Jesus did not maintain the proper distance between a man of the Torah, the 

Law of God, and an adulteress.  

 

Any Jewish man knew what kind of woman went to the public well at noon. The pious 

women of the village would go at dawn when it was cooler. Any woman who went to 

the public well at noon in the heat of the day was either trying to avoid the other 

women of the village. Or was the kind who was looking for travelers or both. On top of 

that, the Son of God knew her past.  

 

Yet, He did not maintain a proper distance. He did not confront or condemn her or 

call her to repentance. Instead, He offered her grace. He offered her salvation. He 

offered her living water right off the bat.  

 

Jesus did the same with the woman caught in adultery. “Neither do I condemn you,” 

were the first words He spoke to her. “Your sins are forgiven,” were the first words He 

spoke to the woman who anointed His feet with perfume. In regards to prostitutes, tax 

collectors, Samaritans, adulteresses, the outcasts of that day, Jesus did not maintain 

the acceptable distance. He did not begin His interactions with them with reprimands 

or commands to repent. He engaged them in conversation as with the Samaritan 

woman at the well, He treated them with love and respect, He extended to them the 

forgiveness of God, He offered them a place in the reign of God, He offered them the 

living waters of salvation. He drank from the same cup as they did. He ate at the same 

table as they did. Instead of keeping a safe and proper distance, Jesus ministered to 

the outcasts of His day. Did He condone their sins? No. Did He offer them God’s 

forgiveness first and foremost? Yes.  

 

 

 



 
4 

These are the same two questions we must ask ourselves in regards to ministering to 

the outcasts of our day: those who are openly gay or lesbian. Do we condone gay 

marriage? Will we offer them God’s forgiveness in Christ first and foremost?  

 

In regards to the first question, what the Scriptures teach is clear. We cannot and will 

not condone gay marriage. In regards to the second question, are the doors of this 

church open to gay couples? Will our words and our body language say to them that 

they are welcome at Immanuel Lutheran Church? What if a gay couple comes up to 

Holy Communion? Will we drink from the same cup? Will we offer them the forgiveness 

of God in Christ Jesus first and foremost and trust God’s Word to do its work? Or, will we 

maintain a safe and proper distance until they repent?  

 

There are two questions recorded by John when the disciples returned from grocery 

shopping and found Jesus talking with a Samaritan woman. John writes: “They were 

surprised to find Him talking with a woman. But no one asked, ‘What do You want?’ or 

‘Why are You talking with her?’” They didn’t ask, but they wanted to. They didn’t say 

the words out loud. But they were thinking them. The disciples were not comfortable. 

Proper distance should have been maintained. You don’t want people getting the 

wrong idea.  

 

Yet, when we expect people to repent before we let them in the door, the danger is 

that we begin to think like Pharisees. Not only that, we send ourselves the subtle 

message that every one of us should be perfectly repentant. That no one among us is 

struggling with a particular sin. So, we learn to hide our sins. After all, every set of lips 

that touches the wine at our table is perfectly repentant. Right? 

 

“I am a man of unclean lips,” said Isaiah the prophet. He was receiving a vision of the 

Lord seated on a throne. Above Him flying were the six-winged seraphim, calling to 

one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty.” At the sound of their powerful 

angel voices, the doorposts and thresholds of the temple shook.  Seeing the Lord and 

the angels and hearing them call out in their powerful voices, Isaiah said, “Woe is me! I 

am ruined, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips. 

And my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”  
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Then one of the seraphim flew to Isaiah and touched his lips with a live coal from the 

altar and said to Isaiah, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and 

your sin is atoned for.”  

 

What Isaiah said is the truth about all of us people of God. We have unclean lips. We 

are defiled. Not one of us is perfectly repentant. But God does not wait for us to 

become perfectly repentant before He comes to us with His forgiveness. While we 

were yet sinners, God in His love sent His Son to die for us. As God sent that angel to 

Isaiah, God sent His Son to all of us and from the altar of the cross He has taken away 

our guilt and atoned for our sin. Not our repentance but His blood makes us clean. Not 

because of how wonderful we are but because of how powerful His forgiveness is that 

His blood and body in the Lord’s Supper touch our unclean lips and bring us to 

repentance.  

 

It is His forgiveness that enables us to repent. His forgiveness comes to us, and then we 

repent – because the Gospel is powerful. How important it is for all people to hear that 

message of forgiveness, so that we don’t have to hide our sins.  

 

God’s forgiveness of our sins in Christ not only brings us to repentance but brings us to 

a new understanding. That we are just given salvation, just given living water, so that 

we can be a spring of living water for others. The living water is for your unclean lips, 

but, to borrow Isaiah’s words, you “live among a people of unclean lips.” The living 

water is for them, too.  

 

The Samaritan woman at the well tells Jesus to give her the living water. And Jesus tells 

her to go and get her husband. Why? Because the living water, the eternal salvation 

He was offering to her wasn’t only for her. But it was also for the sinner who was living 

with her and for all of those people of unclean lips she lived among.  Amen 


